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grow in readiness for the greater future tliat had been
the underlying intention of all its past endeavours.

Though supreme in his own way, Shankara proved
unequal to the task that lay before him of furthering
the cause of the country towards the fulfilment of its
highest destiny. Rather, his negative philosophy
contributed, however indirectly, to the strengthening
of the forces of disintegration that had been at work
in the country during the post-classical age and a
foreign invasion destroyed whatever possibility there
was of a new awakening. It must however be conceded
that the efforts of Shankara were responsiole for one
and a great good. If his denunciation of life emascu-
lated the manhood of the race, as before him the
similar teaching of the Buddha had done, his em-
phasis, however exclusive, on the absolute aspect of
the One Reality, helped the bewildered and groping
mind of India to revert to its ancient affirmation and
experierce of Advaita, the One Reality without a
second.
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But these strivings and the consequent preparation
of the country for a new turn in its life did not all go
in vain. Nurtured by the country's age-old spiritua-
lity, they flowered into a vigorous revival of the self-
same tendency that expressed itself so remarkably in
the teachings of the mystics, in the Vaishnavite move-
ments and in the cults of the Tantras. The medieval.